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AN EPHEMERAL MARVEL OF THE BUDDHIST 
WORLD: FIGURES OF BUTTER AND DOUGH. 


LAMAS IN CEREMONIAL DRESS AND YELLOW-CRESTED HATS DANCE ROUND FIGURES MADE Es ’ nici eet 4 . 
OF DOUGH AND BUTTER SET OUT ON AN ALTAR TABLE DURING A MONASTIC FESTIVAL. aioe J pe a o 2 


yy he was twelve years old, the great Italian sculptor Antonio Canova (1757-1822) 
modelled a lion in butter. He modelled it so well that one of the Falieri family 
of Venice noted his talent and sent him on a course of study which founded his career. 
To-day, the lamaistic Buddhists in Tibet, China and Nepal create images and offerings 
for their rituals in much the same way : they make them from coloured butter and flour- oe 
paste. The greatest of their festivals is called the Dumje and takes place in early July — is 
before the villagers disperse with their yak-herds to the high pastures. The author of eR 
the accompanying article on Buddhist ritual requisites, Professor Christoph von Fiirer- , . 
Haimendorf, watched this festival last year. The preparation for the ritual of the festival casa aes fd ine SES eee Geena 
took three days. First, the villagers kneaded dye of various colours into [Continued below. TO BE USED IN A TEMPLE FESTIVAL. | : ; 
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A LAMA HOLDING A WOODEN BOARD COVERED IN ELABORATELY-MOULDED BUTTER 
WHICH WILL BE ATTACHED TO AN IMAGE USED IN THE DUMJE FESTIVAL OF KHUMJUNG. 


Continued. | yak-butter. Then the lamas and other villagers skilful in making 
ritual figures started decorating the wooden frames later to be attached to the main 
torma, the name given to a set of figures representing divinities and demons. 
Finally, the vivid patterns and mouldings were placed in the village temple, and the 
lamas and their helpers constructed the main item of the assembly: large dough- 
figures usually made of parched barley flour, water, yak-butter and rice. Owing 
to the high altitude the butter mouldings usually remain firm for as long as six days. 
The most significant of the figures at the festival symbolises a demon whose ritual 
destruction makes the climax of the ceremony. The figure is painted black and red, 
and small models of human skulls are raised above it. It is finally taken to the 
boundary of the village in which the Dumje is being celebrated and burnt. Anot 
great occasion for lamaistic Buddhists is the annual Lantern Festival, when thousands 
of holiday-makers dance and jostle one another round floral sculptur f 
yak-butter, sometimes standing as high as 35 ft. The origin of this art 

A FIGURE REPRESENTING A LAMAISTIC DEITY BEING CARRIED but Professor Haimendorf suggests that it may have developed a: 

FROM A TEMPLE BY A SHERPA AFTER SIX DAYS OF DUMJE Tibetans who were unable to carry with them solid figures of their 

CELEBRATIONS. Photographs by Professor Christoph von Firer-Haimendor{ 
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FASHIONED FROM PIGMENTED YAK-BUTTER DURING THE ANNUAL LANTERN 
FESTIVAL AT THE TAERH MONASTERY IN CHINGHAI PROVINCE OF CHINA : 
MANY HUMAN FIGURES, THREE WHITE HORSES AND A DAHLIA. 


THE LAMAS AT THE TAERH MONASTERY ARE SEEN MAKING, WITH YAK- 
BUTTER, PORTRAITS OF THEIR COUNTRY’S CHAIRMAN, MAO TSE-TUNG, 
THE DALAI LAMA AND ANOTHER DIGNITARY OF THEIR FAITH. 


Although it is at present almost impossible for a foreigner to visit Tibet, it is 
still feasible to see the more important Lamaistic Buddhist rituals carried out 
in adjoining territories. Professor Christoph von Fiirer-Haimendorf has, for 
instance, described and photographed in the previous page rites taking place in 
Nepal. The photographs on this page show the effigies and decoration, made 
largely of yak-butter, which were set up at the Taerh Monastery in Chinghai 
province, China, for this year’s Lantern Festival. The Taerh Monastery is the 
birthplace of Tsong Ka-pa, founder of the Yellow Hat sect of Tibetan Buddhism, 
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ONE OF MANY SCENES DEPICTING HISTORICAL LEGENDS OF THE BUDDHIST 
FAITH: TRUMPETERS ON HORSEBACK GALLOP ALONG A SIMULATED FLOWER 
GARDEN. ABOVE THEM PRESS CHARACTERS OF LAMAISTIC LEGEND. 





A CLOSE-UP PORTRAIT OF A TIBETAN CHILD HOLDING A CEREMONIAL GOBLET. 
LIKE THE OTHER FIGURES ON THIS PAGE, THE CHILD WAS PART OF THIS 
YEAR'S LANTERN FESTIVAL AT TAERH MONASTERY. 


EFFIGIES OF TRUMPETERS, FLOWERS AND A CHILD—IN BUTTER--ADORNING THE TIBETAN LANTERN FESTIVAL. 


and has immense prestige as a centre both of religion and Buddhist art. 
Approximately 80,000 people—most of them Tibetans but some of other 
nationality crowded into the monastery for the celebration, packing them- 
selves excitedly round the butter sculpture and the surrounding silk portraits 
and mural paintings to watch the dancing and the other related ceremonies. 
As may be seen in these photographs, the effigies obtained from this astonishing 
Buddhist art form resemble the products of an exquisite, sophisticated con- 
fectioner’s shop. After the festivals, the sacred figures are broken up and eaten. 
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SOLD FOR THE WORLD RECORD AUCTION PRICE OF £220,000 IN THE GOLDSCHMIDT SALE: CEZANNE’S * GARCON AU GILET ROUGE.” 


Painted between 1890 and 1895, this is one of four portraits by Paul Cézanne 
of this boy in the red waistcoat. It was the outstanding work among the 
seven paintings by Cézanne, Manet, Renoir and Van Gogh, from the collection 
of the late Jakob Goldschmidt, of New York, which were sold at Messrs. 
Sotheby’s on October 15 for a record-breaking total of £781,000. After the 
sale it was strongly rumoured that this portrait and two of the Manet’s had 


been acquired by Mr. G. Keller, of the Carstairs Gallery of New York, on 
behalf of Mr. Paul Mellon, the American financier, who is a trustee of the 
National Gallery of Art in Washington. Two of the other “ Gilet Rouge” 
portraits are already in American museums the Museum of Modern Art, 
New York, and the Barnes Foundation, Philadelphia. The third is in the 
collection of the late Emil Biihrle, in Zurich. (Oil on canvas: 36} by 284 ins.) 


Reproduced by courtesy of Messrs. Sotheby's 
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‘‘MOTHER AND CHILD ”’’: 


This striking composition, which was painted in 1903 when the artist was 
twenty-two, belongs to the style immediately preceding Picasso’s famous 
‘* blue period.’’ It is one of the twenty-nine ‘‘ Masterpieces of the Impres- 
sionists and Post-Impressionists ’’ from the Arnold Kirkeby Collection which 
were auctioned at the Parke-Bernet Galleries, 980, Madison Avenue, New York, 
on November 19, and contributed the top price of just over £54,000 to the sale 


A MASTERPIECE 











OF 1903 BY PABLO PICASSO. 


total of £551,800. The rhythm of the closely-knit group of the young mother 
and her child is carried on in the flowing landscape behind her to make a most 
moving composition. The theme of the mother and child has often inspired 
Picasso, and in the year following this painting he made the famous drawing 
of a mother and child which is now in the Fogg Art Museum of Harvard 
University. (Oil on board: 393 by 29 ins.) 


Reproduced by courtesy of Parke-Bernet Galleries, Inc. 

















SUPPLEMENT TO THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS a 








paves QUEEN Eqyp, 
p's DISTILLER, 





TRADE MARK 








‘4 aati 


FINEST 


70° PROOF 


eee. 


b SUPPLEMENT TO JHE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS 













This 
Christmas 
entertain with 

| new Zest... 

yp" serve 
CINZANO 
BIANCO 





SEAN) Ore) 





YOUR FRIENDS will delight in this 


delicious drink from Italy. 


Mellow, yet refreshing — smooth 
and golden, CINZANO BIANCO is a unique 
white vermouth, with its sweetness 
tempered by a fascinating aromatic tang. 
And for your ‘ ee 

Jor) CINZANO BIANCO’s distinctive 
Jurther individuality is best appreciated when 
enjoyment... served straight — well chilled; but is 
equally enjoyable with soda and ice; or 
CINZANO RED porn ae 
Sweet, dark and richly coloured, 
CINZANO RED perfectly exemplifies 
the traditional Vermouth of Italy. 
Large bottle 16/9d; half-bottle 8/10d. 


as the principal ingredient in many 
intriguing cocktails. 


CINZANO DRY 


This Christmas enjoy a new pleasure — 
FROM FRANCE « 


CINZANO BIANCO 


Large bottle 16/9; half-bottle 8/10d. 


Quality and distinction are 
self-evident in this genuine 

DRY FRENCH VERMOUTH. 

Large bottle 17/6d; half-bottle 9/3d. 


1 
gpret 


THAN 3¢ a 
9 PER GENT Proof 


Sole importers for U.K.: GIORDANO LTD., 


38-40 WINDMILL STREET, LONDON, W.1. 
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Everyone has a “‘double’’— 
when it’s Vat 69/ 








Small part of a miracle 


Pink snowflakes, floating from the wind-stirred cherry tree: 
willow fingers wet with spring rains noisy on bright 
umbrellas. A landscape washed with soft and glowing 
colour, of new leaf and flower and bud. Spring in Japan— 
a time for loveliness. And for the farmer, worry. For in the 
awakening world, pests both below and above soil are also 
awakening. 

In Japan, rocky and mountainous and desperately short 
of arable land, some 90 million people are crammed into 
only 142,800 square miles—of which under 20% will bear 
crops. Yet, despite often violent climatic conditions and a 
not naturally very fertile soil; Japanese farmers manage, 
by some of the most intensive cultivation in the world, 
to provide from 80 to 85% of the nation’s food supply—a 
miracle of production calling for immense efforts of care 
and attention and protection against loss. For every ounce 
of food is priceless. 

Among pests which attack the vegetable crops on the 
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terraced hillsides, the onion fly (Hylemyia antiqua Mei, 
which also attacks leeks and shallots—is of considérable 
importance, not only because of the severe damage it causes 
but because of its rapid breeding cycle. Eggs laid on Sun 
will by Wednesday be larve which will feed, destructj 
on the crop for three weeks before pupating. Seventg€n days 
later a new generation of adult flies will be on the/wing. To 
control this prolific pest, known in many countries, farmers 
in Japan are now employing the same sure remedies as those 
who crop vaster fields in other lands: aldrin and dieldrin, 
the powerful insecticides developed by Shell. Aldrin, either 
as dust or spray, broadcast before planting at 2-3 lbs. per 
acre (2:2-3:3 kg per hectare) or used as a row treatment 
during growth using }-1 lb. per acre (0-6-1 kg per hectare), 
will give effective and lasting control. And not only of the 
ubiquitous onion fly, but of many other threatening pests 
of the soil. In any language, aldrin means destruction—to 
those which themselves seek to destroy. 
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ALDRIN, ENDRIN, DIELDRIN, D-D AND NEMAGON ARE SHELL PESTICIDES FOR WORLD-WIDE USE 


Issued by The Shell Petroleum Company Limited, London, E.C.3, England 


For further information apply to your Shell Company. 





